Ruptured epidermoid cyst and haematoma of spleen: a diagnostic clue of high levels of serum carcinoembryonic antigen, carbohydrate antigen 19-9 and Sialyl Lewis x.
Splenic epidermoid cyst is a rare disease and that with haematoma is even more rare. The case of epidermoid cyst of the spleen is described, in a 36-year-old Japanese female, manifesting as left hypochondralgia and rupture of the cyst. Clinical features were splenic lesion 14 cm in diameter and consisting of round-hypovascular and crescent-hypervascular sublesions. Extravasation of cystic fluid was detected in abdominal cavity Preoperative diagnosis was difficult due to such uncommon features, however high levels of serum tumour markers (carcinoembryonic antigen, carbohydrate antigen 19-9, Sialyl Lewis x) strongly suggested epidermoid cyst. Laparotomic splenectomy and cholecystectomy were performed for splenic lesion and gallstones, and serum tumour markers decreased following surgery. Pathological diagnosis of the round-hypovascular lesion was epidermoid cyst and crescent-hypervascular lesion was haemorrhage (haematoma).